
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 June, 2011

Between 6.30pm and 8.35pm at Otterburn Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne Chairman Ron Holden Clive Emerson
Val Corbett Vice Chair Harry Scott

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers Clerk David Coulter From 8.10pm

Absent
Sarah Robson

1. Annual Village Inspection  
The Village inspection took place between 6.30pm and 7.30pm. The members visited -

a. Bridge over Burn near Percy Arms: A couple of columns are deteriorating and crumbling. Whilst immediate 
action is not required IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would approach NCC for replacements.

b. Blocked gullies in road running from Otterburn Tower to and beyond Percy Arms: The roadside gullies are quite 
badly blocked along this road meaning the drains are unable to function as well as required. IT WAS 
AGREED the Clerk would approach NCC for these to be flushed and cleared.

c. Children’s play area in Brierley Gardens: The Clerk advised that the annual inspection will be undertaken 
during June.  The gate closing hinge has come loose at one end and was removed for safety reasons. 
The swing seats are beginning to look a bit thin and will need replacing in near future.  Further soil is 
needed to build up the ground around the equipment to avoid it being a potential trip hazard. The 
elephant and horse play equipment are in need of a new coat paint.  Work is still continuing to 
determine any funding to add / replace some of the equipment.  The dustbin was very full and 
evidently had not been emptied for some time.

d. Grass on roadside at the junction with Snaiths garage: The grass is becoming very long on the verge and IT 
WAS AGREED the Clerk would contact NCC asking for it to be cut.

e. The roadside gullies in Brierly Gardens: These have a number of weeds growing in them and in some parts 
are not in good condition. IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would approach NCC to clear and repair 
these. It was noted that the potholes previously reported have now been filled in.

f. Council Dept: The grass at the entrance of the Dept has become very long and together with the fence 
that is in a poor state the whole area is looking rather unsightly. IT WAS AGREED the clerk would 
approach NCC to tidy and repair as appropriate.

g. ‘The Green’, Willow Green: Some of the trees are in poor health and together with the Leylandeii 
consideration would be made whether these should be removed. It would be investigated as to how the 
existing tree stumps could be removed. IT WAS AGREED that Chris Mowatt would be approach to 
cut the grass twice a month, leaving cut grass on the green, up to and including September 2011 when 
further consideration would be made regarding future use. Meantime IT WAS AGREED to investigate 
where ‘bargain value’ shrubs and trees for the centre of the green could be purchased as well as take 
cuttings from existing plants within the area.  

h. Otterburn Hall: The members were guests of Otterburn Hall to conduct the July meeting at the venue.

2. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED for Sarah Robson due to work commitments.
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3.   Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and the last Ordinary Meeting on 3 May 2011
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by 
the Chairman.

4. Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting
There were no matters arising.

5. Matters arising from the Ordinary Meeting
a. item 5a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council: The Clerk’s Report was received and 

AGREED. Partly due to the worsening service being provided by Cuthbertsons IT WAS 
AGREED that when the conveyance for both parcels of land was complete the deeds would be 
stored by the Parish Council.

b. item 5b: Mouldshaugh Developments Update:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. IT WAS 
AGREED that if no response had been received within a month of the letter being sent the matter 
would be escalated with the NCC.

c. item 5c: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.  It was 
acknowledge that the Manager Mike Alston had made great strides in building relationships with 
the village with a number of activities for clubs such as the Woodchips.

d. item 5d: ‘The Green’, Willowgreen:  The minutes were accepted as a true reflection of the meeting held 
with the residents of Willowgreen to discuss the future use of the Green. IT WAS AGREED Chris 
Mowatt would continue to cut the green twice a month up to and including September when a 
review of the matter would be undertaken. Meantime IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would 
approach NCC asking if they would take on the maintenance of the Green as requested by the 
residents. Highways would be approached regarding the safety of the corner at the Green and at 
the same time include other potential ‘Hotspots’ e.g. junctions at the Tower and Border Reiver.  An 
invite would be made to Jeff Reid, Leader of the Council, to come to a future Parish Council 
meeting to discuss the implications and timescales to the financial cuts NCC will be making.

6. Finance
a. Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for May 2011 was 

AGREED.

b. Audit to 31 March 2011: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c. 2011-12 Budget forecast: The Clerk shared the budget forecast for the rest of the financial year. After 
discussion it was agreed this was a fair reflection given plans and information presently held. 

d. Payment of the NALC annual subscription: IT WAS AGREED to pay the subscription for £149.51.

e. Payment of an invoice to Chris Mowatt: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice for £50.00 that 
represented the cutting of the grass on ‘The Green’ twice during May.   

7. Planning
a. There was no planning items for the agenda

8.  New business
a. Potholes in the village: The Clerk reported that the potholes in Brierley Gardens had been filled. The 

manhole cover at the Snaith’s junction had not yet been attended to and the Clerk would approach 
NCC about this again.

b. Chinese lanterns from Woodhill Hall: The Chair reported that he had been approached by a resident 
who had a concern over Chinese lanterns apparently originating from Woodhill Hall and landing in 
their garden and surrounding fields.  There was concern that even though the lantern given to the 
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Chair appeared to be a more environmentally friendly type, the bamboo frame could still potentially 
cause injury to livestock in the fields surrounding Woodhill Hall.  Together with the litter problem 
and potential danger of fire from a lantern IT WAS AGREED to write to Woodhill Hall to see if 
they would mind asking guests not to use these in future. 

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 
7.00pm on Tuesday, 5 July, 2011 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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